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INFO. 19 October 1951 REPORT NO. 


1, The forthcoming municipal elections were the main topic considered by the 
Ministers during the meeting of the Spanish cabinet on 19 October 1951. 
Although there was much less tension at this ~eetinz than at the previous 
one, 4 Slight disagreement took place tetween Saimundo PERNANDEZ CUESTA, 
Minister of the lalange, and Plas PTR"? Gonzales, “inister of the Interior. 
fach tried to prove that if the elections were a success, it would be the 
result of his particular efforts. 


2. FRANCO talked at rreat length with dose Antonio GIRO Velasco, “Minister of 
Labor, and directed him to chanre top-ranking personnel in the Lahor “inistry 
durine the coming weeks. 


3. After the Cabinet meeting, GTO and Gabriel ARTAE Sulgado, “linister of 
Information, disc ‘esed the recent attacks in the Epanish press on past mie- 
takes of varicus ministries. “IRON indicated that he stronsly favored free- 
dom of the press end criticism of sovernment policies when such criticism 
was justified, fut he sugeected that the press confine itself to naking 
critical coment on the current ~ractices and policies of the government, 
Plas PEREZ supported this view. 


h. ARIAS Salgado promised to pive instructions to the press to cease criticism 
of past errors committed by members of the FRANCO government. Source 
believed, however, that 1 ACO himeelf may have initiated the policy of 
criticizing past nistakes. 
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